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A Heart Softened
m EM Q0| U[0] 1] &7} A2

IC Neighbor (ICCC' s homeless ministry) in-
vited EM to be part of a special Easter pro-
gram at the local homeless shelter where they
serve weekly. We prepared gift baskets with
toiletries and Easter candy to take to the shel-
ter. I made excuses to God as to why I could
not go. "I'll do it when I'm older" or "when I
have the time." I reluctantly obeyed when the

Japan mission team was asked to practice our
love for whom God loves, starting with neigh-
bors at home.

The shelter smelled of cleaning products.
In the main room while setting up tables
and chairs, I prayed silently for God to
soften my heart so that I could serve with
love in an environment I wasn’ t comfort-
able in. The program included performances
by Justin Kim and a body worship by Pas-
tor Josh, Hanna and Jean from ICY. It was
heartwarming to watch the shelter brothers
and sisters enjoy the performances. I was

also pleasantly surprised by their participa-
tion in the Easter quiz.

After worship, I helped with dinner prep in
the Kkitchen, adding heapfuls of salad, rice,
beef, and pickles on plates. A brother or sister
would pop their head into the serving window
to express their gratitude for the food. Each
time, my heart warmed for those who gave
thanks despite their difficult circumstances.
I was challenged by their gratitude and be-
gan to realize while I came to “give” I walked
away receiving. Thank you to the ICNeighbor
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1 EM:ICY &4=22 6l

EM & ICY gathered for Good Friday worship to remember Jesus
obedient sacrifice and the Father s great love for us. The service
opened with a video depiction of passion week as Christ suffered,
was chastised, stricken, abandoned and mocked for our sins and
our restoration. After heartfelt praise and the delivery of the word
of God, the congregants were encouraged to write their sins on
paper, take it to the cross and place them in water to dissolve away,
representing Christ blood to wash away our sins.

I Gethsemane Night

[ had the blessing to be able to attend
ICY' s praise and prayer night, Gethsemane!
The night was filled with worship, quiet re-
flection, and intentional prayer. Led by our
praise team, we spent an hour in worship,
letting our hearts focus on God. In between
worship sets, Pastor Josh guided us through
three prayer prompts. One was, “What is
holding in your heart?” That question stayed
with me. It made me reflect on the burdens
I' ve been carrying-some I didn’ t even realize
were there. As a high school student, I' m of -
ten overwhelmed by academics, the pressure
to succeed, and fears about the future. Dur-
ing that time, I prayed and asked God to help
me release those worries, trust Him with my

plans, and surrender it all to Him.

The night reminded me of how Jesus prayed
in the Garden of Gethsemane. Even when He
was struggling, He still chose to follow God's
plan. In the same way, Gethsemane gave all of
us a chance to pause, be real with God, and
give Him what we’ ve been quietly carrying.

<Erin Lee, 10th Grade>

EMIFICYE Oll=go| &=52| &) ut R2|E et O] stLigel 3
A AMFES 71517| 26 d=22€ oz ZASLICE ojsi= o+
HAM DEHEOAD, HAYMOAH, HEZ D =SS Dtxziol 2
&2 g2 SY2Z MAEHASUL 0l 22(9| 22t 2|52 fl6l &
ShA DO ASLICH HSEQ Tt siLtgel 20l MEE =, 9
S2 A9l 2|2 S0[ofl MO fXt7F A2 2 Lo 20l 2 =0[=
AlZte IR ELICH olgol 20| f2/9] 2|2 Neys dFdt=
O 4O UAF LT

Gethsemane will be one of the most mem-
orable nights of my life due to its energy,
worship, and overall presence of God. The
never-ending tunes and voices that filled the
worship room along with people tearing up
after being deeply moved by the Spirit. Made
me believe that it truly was a holy night filled
with surrender, joy, and renewal. The hour-
long prayer complemented the ethereal praise
allowing for an even deeper and more inti-
mate connection with Christ.

The night did not end there however as after
hours of passionate worship we were able to
eat delicious tacos and enjoyed genuine fel-
lowship. Overall Gethsemane was a night that
united hearts as God's presence filled the
room with joy, healing, and revival.

<Joshua Cho, 10th Grade>
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