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holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.
2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.

Then you will be able to test and approve what
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B Mission Trip Reflection

Humbling Moment

My optimistic expectations for an easy mission trip to Mexico
were far from reality. Despite hearing about the challenges,
| thought serving in Mexico would be simple. However, the
stench upon crossing the border, extreme heat, and un-
comfortable sleeping arrangements were initial shocks. We
served food, coffee, and shared Christianity basics to locals
in a crowded and dusty area. The unsanitary conditions and
communication barriers were humbling. We also painted houses and did VBS
at a packed church, forming connections with native kids. After serving in VBS,
letting the kids play with the bubbles, and jump in the jumbo house, we finished
the day off by giving everyone gifts such as notebooks, caps, slippers, toys, and
other accessories | don't remember. When our group eventually made it back to
America, | looked back and overall, the sacrifices that had to be made in order
for God's grace to be reached upon those people who would have a hard time
finding Jesus was completely worth all my efforts and time. | was so thankful |
got the opportunity to experience this and serve God!

CollinYi

Reflection on My Mission Trip

My recent Mexico mission trip with the church has been a
transformative experience that has significantly deepened
my belief in God. The trip gave me a unique opportunity
to witness the power of faith in action and develop a stron- 1
ger sense of purpose in Christ. Upon our arrival, | noticed a ‘
struggling community. Despite differences in language and
customs, the core values of Christianity transcended cultural Ethan Cho
boundaries. Working alongside fellow church members fostered a sense of ca-
maraderie. Sharing our experiences and reflections further bonded us on this
mission, strengthening our very commitment to Christ. | found time to pray,
reflect, and connect with God on a more profound level. This connection served
as a foundation for the growth of my faith and newfound dedication to God.
My Mexico mission trip was a transformative experience that significantly en-
riched my faith. Reflecting on the lessons learned during this mission trip, | am
reminded of the profound connection between religion, service, and the trans-
formative power of God's sacrifice.

A

N

Thank You, God

My first time going to
the Mexico mission trip
with ICCC was when

I was in elementary

school. As | got older
and matured, | wanted
to go once more to
help people in need through God. Of
course, it wasn't easy, we had to get
up at 3 AM everyday there to go give
out cup ramen, choco pie, and coffee
to people who wake up early in the
morning to go to work so they can pro-
vide for their family. On the first day
at Ensenada, we had to paint houses
for families in groups, We worked for
about 3-4 hours before taking a bus to
multiple neighborhoods to invite them
to VBS the next day. We got ready for
VBS. There were many stations includ-
ing snow cones, cotton candy, face
painting, nail polish, etc. We set up
chairs then soon, people started com-
ing in. After about an hour, the whole
church was packed, there weren't
enough chairs to seat everyone, and
the whole room was crowded. It was
honestly my first time seeing some-
thing like this, | was touched seeing
how many people were praising God
allin one room. We gave out things like
notebooks, socks, shoes, etc. to every-
one. As the mission was coming to an
end, | think God opened my eyes to
see that | was fortunate to have a com-
fortable lifestyle.

Lindsay Song
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B Joint Beach Outing

"EM and Coram Deo at the Beach"

Amidst the grey sky, and quiet, lapping
waves of Laguna Del Rey, our EM and
Coram Deo communities experienced
an unforgettable weekend of joint fel-
lowship earlier this month. For few, the
day started as early as 6:00AM, where
tranquil waters provided the backdrop
for a fishing trip. The fishing trip was not
just about hooking fish, but also about
casting aside worries and connect-
ing with fellow believers. As many of
us waited patiently for a bite, laughter
and joy intertwined with the rhythmic
sounds of casting lines into the water.
Amidst friendly competitions and sto-
ries shared, conversations shifted from

everyday matters to deeper discussions
about faith, purpose, and the divine's
presence in their lives.

As the sun gently rose, casting a warm
glow across the horizon, members of
EM and Coram Deo gathered in excited
anticipation. The ever-so salty breeze
provided the perfect atmosphere for
reflection and meditation. Seated on
the sandy shores, EM and Coram Deo
members played games such as beach
soccer, conversed with one another
over a slice of pizza, and allowed the
symphony of nature to inspire thoughts
of gratitude, awe, and connection with
our Lord and Savior.

As they gazed out across the vast ex-
panse of water, I'm sure hearts were
lifted, and spirits were nourished by
the joy that fellowship brings. The fish-
ing trip and beach outing at Laguna
Del Rey encourages our communities
at ICCC to collaborate more, transcend-
ing boundaries and bringing people
together in profound ways.

EM and Coram Deo members em-
barked on a journey that extended be-
yond fish caught or games played; it
was a journey of shared spirituality, con-
nection with nature, and the forging of
lasting friendships.

Minhyuk Chang
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