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B EM Easter Table Decorations

Taking Part in Easter Celebration

The EM ministry took part in decorat-
ing the fellowship hall in preparation of
Easter Sunday. Work began on Saturday
morning, April 8, after the conclusion of
dawn service. From setting place mats
and utensils, to going out into the local
hiking trail to collect decorative branch-
es, a lot went into the preparations. De-
spite minor delays and last second work
on Sunday morning, EM was able to
pull through and finish the job. The final
product, as seen in the accompanying
photo, conveyed a Spring moatif, high-

lighted by the addition of a bird's nest
made of chocolate peeps. None of this
was possible without Laura Park JSN
who came up with the wonderful deco-
ration ideas and oversaw the prepara-
tions. A special thanks is also warranted
to all EM members who volunteered on
Saturday and Sunday of Easter week-
end. As big or small as it may seem,
every bit of contribution towards these
events at ICCC serves as a big contribu-
tion in the house of God.

Chris Kim

B House Invitational at Pastor Chris's

Sharing the Hope of Our Lord

He is Risen! What a wonderful day of
celebrating our Savior's Resurrection.
From moving musical performances, to
Pastor Choi's Spirit-filled sermon, it was
a time of true unison in glorifying God.
And what better way to cap off Eas-
ter Sunday than quality time with our
church family at Pastor Chris’ beautiful
home.

First off, the food: we all know that the
hallmark of a good time is good food,
and we most definitely had that box
checked. Every time | have Mediter-
ranean food, it reignites my dream of
moving to Greece, buying a baby-blue
Vespa, and riding along the Santo-
rini coast to grab a souvlaki sandwich.
But in this case, reality was better than
the dream, because the camaraderie
shared with my brothers and sisters in

Christ is unforgettable.

It was the best way to unwind after
what was a very blessed, but hectic day
for many of us. Just getting a chance to
lounge around, strike up conversations
with others, and genuinely chill out is a
rare respite from the hustle of everyday
life. | love learning about the uniquely
fascinating lives of my church family.
For example, Katie has a keen interest
in business! | look forward to the day |
read a glowing Forbes piece about her
spearheading a Fortune 500 company.

In remembering the Resurrection of
Christ, Hebrews 3 comes to mind. Je-
sus has been found greater than Moses
as the faithful Son over God's house.
What an indescribable joy it is to know
that, according to verse 6, "...we are His
house, if indeed we hold firmly to our

confidence and the hope in which we
glory.” The Home Invitational at Pastor
Chris" house was a real-life testament to
this new identity we have in Christ: we
are His body, with an eternal home in

the Kingdom to come. Paul Yang
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B EM Connected Care Packages

Sharing Our Love and Care

On April 23, EM members gathered after Sunday service to
help create care packages for our college students who are
away from home. A part of EM’s Connected Care program,
packages are sent at various times throughout the year. “We
want to encourage college students who are away,” says EM
pastor Chris Lee. “Through the packages, we want to lift up
their spirits as they prepare for the end of their quarters or
semesters.”

As atoken of encouragement and amicability, care packages
included everything from sticky notes and pens, to candy and
instant ramen. Also included in the each care package was a
custom note to each of our college students with messages
of encouragement from EM members remaining at church.

Seeing the Connected Care program as a form of fellow-
ship, Pastor Chris hopes that the packages can shed the love
of God to our college students, working hard and climbing
towards their goals and dreams. “Our college students may
be away from home right now,” he says. “But even though we
are separated physically, we hope they can know that we are
one family.” Chris Kim

The EM ministry is fortunate to have
many hardworking and committed
members, serving for the glory of
God and helping spread the good
news to ICCC and beyond. Whether
it's a member of the praise team, a
small group leader, or any other vol-
unteer, EM has many integral follow-
ers of Christ that make up this com-
munity. This month, we get to know
Matthew Yang, praise leader in the
EM and KM ministries.

Matthew explains that his start in
praise began out of wanting fellow-
ship. "My first friend here was serving
as a praise team leader here,” Mat-
thew explains. “l also thought being a
praise leader was really cool.” Hoping
to take partin the 2018 ICY retreat as
a praise leader, Matthew quickly got
started with the bass guitar. Putting in
hours of practice and dedication to
the praise team, Matthew was able
to bring himself to this point, becom-
ing a permanent staple of the praise
team at ICCC.

Don't Give Up

B EM Member Feature/
Matthew Yang

more thankful that | am able to serve
in this way.” In fact, when he leads
praise now, Matthew strives to focus
more on God by worshipping Him
freely in front of the congregation.
But aside from praise, Matthew sees
great value and importance in fel-
lowship. It was at the 2018 ICY win-
ter retreat that he met many of his
closest friends. “l didn't accept Christ
during the retreat,” he explains. "But
meeting all these people and seeing
their faith walk, it made me question
where | am with my faith and if | truly

The journey was not easy. In fact, it
was riddled with fears, doubts, and
insecurities. However, he eventu-
ally realized that praise truly was his
calling within ministry. “I remember
someone telling me | was prideful by
feeling insecure and doubtful,” he ex-
plains. "At first | didn't know what that
meant. But | realized, ‘'who am I to tell
God that | cant do something when
he told me that | can and that | am
called into this position. | became

accept Christ as my savior.” Indeed,
being able to spend time with his
friends in ICY and seeing their love
and sacrifice for God led Matthew to
doing the same.

And through his experiences as a
follower of Christ, Matthew hopes
others can ultimately find God's love
as well. "Don't give up on your faith,”
he says. "l don't know how to word it
better, but just don't give up.”

Chris Kim

InChrist Community Church | www.in-christccorg
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