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God’s love from the beginning

When [ think about In Christ Youth (ICY), I am reminded of our
Heavenly Father’s love for His children. One year ago, I came down
from Berkeley, CA because I heard that my home church, World Vi-
sion Church, was in a very difficult circumstance due to financial is-
sues. When I came to visit early last year, I saw that a small group of
youth kids were without a spiritual leader to guide them. God put it in
my heart to move back home to be a spiritual leader/older brother to
the youth. After several months of praying, I quit my job, said farewell
to my best friends, and moved back home in the Valley. At the time,
I had no idea what it meant to be a youth group leader. I never gave
messages before. I didn’t have a curriculum in mind. But there was
one thing that God revealed to me: His heart of love for the youth. So
I came down with one plan in mind: to love the youth group the way
God loved me.

From the beginning, there were various difficulties, but one of them
stood out: the youth group was primarily comprised of girls. Though I
tried my best to love them, as a young, single, male teacher, I felt my
limitations. But God’s love for the youth group was far greater than
what I could’ve imagined. Soon after I came down, God miraculously
provided the youth group with a female teacher, Grace Kim. God
knew that these youth girls needed a female teacher whom they can
relate to. And God’s love for the youth didn’t stop there. God provided
the youth with two more teachers — Joe Jung and Connie Yoon.

None of the teachers had any formal biblical training. We weren’t
experts in youth ministry. But we knew that God loved the youth very
much. And so we had one purpose in mind: to love the youth. As older
brothers and sisters in Christ, we wanted to pour out God’s love to the
youth. First, this meant having a lot of fun because for youth, fun =
love. We had many dinner hang outs at teachers’ houses, and other
fun events such as bowling, ice skating, BBQ, movie outings, etc.
We also wanted to spiritually equip them so even though we had no
idea how, we (with God’s grace and help) planned a winter retreat and
other events such as Valentine’s Day of Compassion where we visited
a convalescent home during Valentine’s Day to share God’s love. We
also meditated on our key verse of the year: Beloved, let us love one
another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of
God and knows God (1 John 4:7).

About two months ago, In Christ Community Church and World
Vision Church merged. Again, I am reminded of God’s amazing love
for His children. He knew that World Vision Church was in a very
difficult situation, and out of His love for His church and children,
He brought the two churches together. As I think about the upcoming
year, I find myself again with many uncertainties. Yet, I am excited
and truly believe that ICY will be filled with much joy, laughter, fel-
lowship and spiritual growth because God’s love for His children is

vast and everlasting.

Pastor Isaac Seong

InChrist Community Church | wwwin-christccorg 9
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