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Joshua Kim | really liked how
the performances corporated
everybody and allowed every-
one to experience it together.
God did teach me to definitely
love your brothers and sisters in christ but also
the fact that you have people that you can
rely on other than yourself in the time of need.
God also taught the importance of being one
church, one body, and one voice altogether.

Phebe Chang The anniversary
service made me really happy
to see in christ finally as one
church and one body. God's
taught me to really cherish the
time and memories | can make with my fellow
church people's. Even though we don't get to
see each other much | am very grateful and
appreciative of the people who surround me.
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Experiencing God's Heart

Going on this mission trip was truly
a blessed and learning experience for
me. Although there were many times
when | was physically and mentally
tired, | was spiritually alive, constantly
thinking about God and learning more
about His heart. What made the mis-
sion trip different from a retreat was
that my purpose of being there was to
feed, not be fed, making this an exciting
and unique experience. o

Even though the only difference be- Daniel Yoon
tween a retreat and this mission trip (EM Hesed)
was the fact that we were serving rather than being served (no dis-
tractions, moving to a secluded place, fellowship), the contrast was
like that of black and white. Meeting so many others who didn't
know Jesus yet might have triggered this, but | was able to fully im-
merse myself with God and learn more about His heart. It was not
just a shallow thought of “I'm here to share the gospel,” but I tried
to fill myself with His love for the people of this world and reach out.

For example, there was a moment where some of us were aban-
doned at the VBS site so while we were waiting, we drank some
cold lemonade. We offered some to the children there, and all of
a sudden, they all swarmed around the beverage container. It was
cute at first, but when the lemonade ran out, they quickly became
ungrateful and some lashed out. However, instead of feeling anger,
| only felt sadness at the fact that they were so ungrateful when
others were being so good to them. This taught me more about
God’s heart as | was convicted by my own ungratefulness towards
Him, that He becomes so broken when we forget the blessings we
received and lash out at God for the things that go wrong in our
lives. | hope to be more grateful for God and the things He has
done, and to learn more about His heart for us.

I was also able to experience the joy that is present in an intimate
relationship with God. Truly dying to myself and letting the love of
God flow through me was so refreshing and joyful that | wanted to
keep serving others and not myself. My physical and mental fatigue
faded away as | served those kids and adults, only keeping in mind
that | was expanding God'’s kingdom, and | should truly be joyful
for that. Honestly, if | was home and | was that tired, | would've
stopped playing games and gone to sleep long time ago. This just
taught me how powerful serving God can be, and how amazing
it feels when my body is not my own, which makes me want to
keep serving.

Finally, I had a newfound urgency to share the gospel. Yes, it was
so joyful to evangelize early in the morning, serve the innocent kids
out under the hot sun, and evangelize to the exhausted workers in
the evening. | felt so blessed when | imagined how some would go
home with their gifts and their stomachs full, and thank God for the
blessings they received, bringing them closer to Him. (13%0] A<
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(12HA] A1) But when | imagined how
others would go home without receiving
the Holy Spirit, how they might not be there
next time to receive it, how | could’ve done
something more to maybe lead them out of
the place of weeping and gnashing of teeth,
my heart broke. If | had spent one more
minute loving the mischievous teenagers, if |
had talked to one more kid with my broken
Spanish, if I had been a second faster on the

morning buses, one more soul could have
been saved. | became so convicted by this
to reach out for those lost souls with all my
effort, because if | don't see that face after |
die, it's already too late.

| know | fell short a lot of times, but now
| know a little better about what it means
to be on a mission, which is definitely not
a vacation. | am so grateful that | was able
to have this experience before | head off to

college, and | hope | can go on more mis-
sion trips in the future. | hope | can be more
urgent and passionate for God the next time
| go on a mission. | hope | can step out of
my comfort zone more often to save more
souls. | hope | can continue to be passionate
and not ever forget this experience. And |
definitely hope that | can encourage others
to go next time so they can experience the
same convictions | experienced.
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