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God is Great

Prayer is something that I've been missing in my
relationship with God for some time. That's why
my relationship with Him felt distant, like there was
something missing. I've been to many retreats with
this church, but this one filled in that missing piece

between me and God that connected us.

Caleb Yun

Spiritual highs are common at retreats. We all get
soaked up with all the singing and music that we tend to forget how truly
great God is and the reason why we worship Him. God is something more
than than a temporary source of joy and excitement. “Great is the Lord
and most worthy of our praise; his greatness no one can fathom” (Psalm
145:3) King David put it best, God is simply great and worthy of our ear-
nest praise.

| prayed throughout the retreat for a true heart of worship, to praise God
with the intent of wanting to know Him more. It was a spiritual struggle,
to have each and every one of my actions to be of God’s will. That’s what
| also prayed for, the resolve to carry out his will regardless of my own
opinions and thoughts.

Prayer was initially difficult for me. It actually felt awkward praying to
God because of the fact | don't pray often. It felt bad, but at the end of
retreat | can confidently say that prayer became second nature, not only
donewhen I'minatime of need. Many people use prayer to ask for things
from God, when they find themselves in a problem. God becomes our
scapegoat when we pray like that. To pray to God | realized is when we
give thanks to Him and to listen to his favors. | learned that prayer is all
aboutcommunication,and God andlare not communicatingifl pray only
for myself.

Retreat was the place where | realized the true value of having brothers
and sisters in the church. Whenever | felt lonely or insecure, my friends
helpedstrengthenme,especiallyduringworship.lcan'tthankGodenough
for bringing me into this wonderful community of brothers and sisters.

Pastor Choi’s message on unity in church stuck to me, for that’s some-
thing I've wanted for our church as a kid. We are one body in Christ as a
church, and already | feel the three chapels coming together as a family.
Without this family in Christ, | wouldn’t be able to be where | am today. |
pray that as our church continues to grow in God's image that it will be-
come a spiritual haven for others just as it is for me. Praise the Lord for all
the good work he has done with our church!

lgnited

Before retreat | really wasn't too in touch with God.
| thought, “how could someone like me, falling asleep
during worship and prayer, expect the Lord to truly af-
fect me while there are people literally dying for Him?”
I knew | had to fix my attitude, but I just didn't try and |
would just say, “it's ok | go to church three times a day

Julian Jung

I'm going to Heaven, it’s alright” However, God relit a
fire in me on the second night of retreat.

I have never experienced worship in such intensity like | did that night. That
worship night, | will never forget it because that was the day | first completely
gave my all for God in worship. | screamed, | yelled, | jumped, | cried and |
smiled all for Jesus. That was day | was truly set free from the shame | had of
worshippingGod unashamed;itwasagreatnight.It'scrazy,afewmonthsback
I was playing video games while cursing ata computer screen and now think-
ing about it, | wasted my time. | feel so thankful to God because He was there
throughitalland one day through Matthew Han He said enough was enough.
He led me to ICCC, the biggest family I've ever had. Now after retreat | have a
newmindsetaboutGod, |did myfirstever DTonTuesday, I've beenworshiping
the Lord with my Spotify music and | have been reading the Bible a lot more.
I do believe that retreat has lit a fire in me that | know will not burn out again.

The third night was very important. This was the night where | the relation-
ships | thought were relationships that were impossible to resolved became
possible. The pastors thought of something genius. We did communion, but
it was far from ordinary. instead of keeping the bread and wine (grape juice)
to myself, | had to share it with someone that | had a broken relationship.
Through this activity, | was able to reconcile with a number of people in my
life and God really allowed me to show His love to them as well as receive His
love through them.

6 Aug 2016 | Vol4 No8



Courage to Pray

Retreat really hit me and | believe | was changed in
the process of my first ever retreat. I've never experi-
enced that kind of worship before and honestly I think

watching other people pray so hard inspired me and

gavememore courageand pridetobe Christianandto \

pray. During retreat | felt like every day | was having a Christian
Bandaphone

| could see the signs that he was sending me, because | wasn't that sure that

connectionwithgodandwasbecomingclosertohim.

god was going be with me during this retreat but as each day pastIsaw the
signs and the blessings he has given me.

Before | left for retreat my dad didn’t my decision and desire to go to
church again. He made fun of me and teased me saying that | was only go-
ing to church and retreat for friends. He felt like that | wasn't going to take
church seriously and that I'd eventually stop going as soon as it bored me. |
shared this with my friends and they prayed for me and I realized how much
God loved me and still loves me. Through my friends | experienced God’s
amazing love for me. Another blessing I received was on the 2nd nightIsaac
Han and | were having a talk about retreat and | remember him telling me
that he had been praying for me every night to grow and that he is proud to
see where | am now. | firmly believe that | did change ever since then and
now every night | gointo my room, lock the doors, blast some Hillsong and
spend time with God.

My prayeristhat my parents willsomeday attend ICCCatleastonce sothey
can experience church again. Every night | pray to have courage to talk
to them about going to church and yesterday God gave me the courage to
talk to my parents about it. Although they said that they'd need more con-
vincing, | was glad to see my parents even thinking about the idea. | know

that as long as | keep my faith, God will provide for me and my family.

Coming to retreat | thought very lightly of our theme
“Prayer! It was too generic, too plain, I felt like it didn't hit
me hard like all the other past retreat themes did. Prior
toretreat, my prayer life was lacking and in my life | never
really experienced God working through my prayer. My
prayer really only consisted of shallow content and rants

riddled with my complaints about my life.

Recently,therehasbeenanimmenseamountofburdenonmyshoulders.Back
when | first started as a praise team leader, | was immediately presented with
high expectations, notonly from those whowereteachingmebutaswellasthe
crowd. | created a false responsibility, where | believed | was failing ICY in lead-
ing them to worship. Since then, | have been in constant prayer but eventually
gotfrustrated with God after constantly praying withoutfaith. Finally,onthe 1st
night of retreat God was working. God broke and tore apart my perception of
the crowd’s heart of worship; He changed them from theinside outand theend
result was ICY coming together as one body to worship the One True God. At
that point, all the pressure and stress that was piling up on me in the past half-
yearwasliftedand | begantoworshipinfreedomwithoutworry whichisexactly
what God desires of me.

Before retreat, |had been praying a lot for the LA chapel studentsin particular.
My prayer was that | could witness their chains being broken and them coming
toGodin perfectfreedom, fullyknowing that Godisall that they need. Faithfully
God came through, | was able to see them worship God wholeheartedly.

God had already done so much that | couldn'timagine the possibilities of the
last night. In the middle of praise, we participated in a unique kind of commu-
nion.The goal of this type of communion was to reconcile any broken relation-
ships.lwas excited, nervous and anxious because this was another prayer I had
in my life. My brother, Pastor Josh, told me to go down and pray and assured
me that he'd handle praise. | got off stage filled with joy and thanksgiving and |
immediately went to restore my relationships. The people that | was afraid of,
came to me and in tears, | realized that God was trying to teach me something
throughout retreat.

All these prayer requests that God took care of were the prayers that lead me
to my frustration, that were the longest and that hurt the most. | treated God as
if He was a genie in alamp and that’s why | grew frustrated at Him because He
wasn't resolving my issues according to my time. | expected him to take care of
my problemsimmediately but | realized that God was constantly telling me to
exercise patience and wait for his timing.

InChrist Community Church | www.in-christccorg
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