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B EM Camping

The night air was a cool whisper, the sky
a black velvet canvas speckled with stars.
Before me were the smoldering rem-
nants of a campfire and circles of people
whose shouts and laughter would last
well into the night. Though it certainly
wasn't the same boisterous group and in-
tensive scheduling you might see at any
ICY retreat, the EM camping trip was still
a time to be well-remembered.

The overnight trip took place at Pyramid
Lake, a wide expanse of lake and camp-
ground nestled within the hills of South-
ern California. After carrying supplies
and pitching tents in oppressive heat, EM
members and members-to-be lounged
about, huddling under the shade as Val-
ley and MP folk mingled and chatted for
the first time in what seemed a long time;
pictures were taken, stories told, and play-
ful squabbles ensued. Then, after a long
day of scorching sunlight, night came as a
soothing reprieve; a thick darkness blan-
keted the whole area, and our only sources
of light were lanterns and a campfire. Trips
to the bathroom were made en masse,
people travelling in giggling herds. Much
of the evening was spent talking over
and consuming an impressive amount
of food—everything from pork belly and
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‘Lake Night'

tacos to cream puffs and ice cream; at
least one marshmallow was lost to the
campfire. Graduating seniors discussed
college plans and job prospects with el-
der members, while others cracked jokes
and chased one another around the fire.
Though several of our group wisely chose
to turn in early, slipping into cars or cram-
ming into tents, many others were belting
out songs and exchanging stories till the
wee hours of the night-some choosing to
forego sleep entirely, and others sleeping
outside, under the vast multitude of stars
(atop some very comfortable(?) folding
chairs).

The next morning, many were awoken
by the severe heat, and it was not long
before all were sweating profusely. Pastor
Sam led a small devotional time before
setting us to work, packing and cleaning
the space. We then promptly departed,
driving a ways to the nearby Castaic Lake
to swim (the lake we were staying at was,
unfortunately, algae-infested and thus
unsuitable for swimming). Upon arrival,

ZRIE “Good Morn-
ing" 22 dalal 7|

EE —’53]8}3’_ =ikl

GOOD MOR

Don't snooze on

NING?

God.

LIt sl 7ol 219l 9ig 7
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several
jumped into the lake, enjoying the relief
from the heat. Others, however, required

members almost immediately

some slight...persuasion, and were very
gently flung into the water, courtesy of
Pastor Sam, Pastor Joseph, and several
other members.

The trip came to a close at a nearby
Chili's, where we shared one last giant
meal together as a group before going
our respective ways. Being able to come
together as a ministry, to play, to tease
one another, to throw each other into
lakes and to gorge ourselves on an exor-
bitant amount of junk food has been such
an enormous blessing for us. As both a
ministry and a family we have grown tre-
mendously, and we have high hopes for
the future. We pray that our burgeoning
group would continue to cultivate deeper
relationships with God and each other
and that we would continue to flourish in
Christ. Thank you for your continual sup-
port and please continue praying for the
InChrist English Ministry! Kaitlin Yi
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God the Provider, | the Servant

Every Sunday during the small group time, my small
group teacher asks us for our prayer requests. At that time,
| was concerned about my financial situation. | was straight
out of high school, without a job. | prayed about it almost
everyday and my small group also prayed for me.

Few weeks later when | was offered a job last minute. The
ASB President at my high school was recruiting Mandarin
Chinese and Korean translators for the company, Kushner

& Associates to aid foreigners for a Million Dollar Round -

Table 2018 event at the Los Angeles Convention Center. | was hired for the job
which started the next day. When | received the acceptance email | was speechless. |
couldn't believe that in the last minute | got a job. The job paid $20 an hour and l also

got paid over time. In the end, | received about $992 for 5 days of work.

| was reflecting on how | should use the money | received. | had a wisdom teeth
surgery coming up and the estimate price was about $2,000. | felt burdened and at
first decided on using my money to pay for half of my surgery price. However, later
on my parents and | both felt that we should not spend the money | earned on the
surgery. | talked to my mother and father and asked them if | could give my first wage
to God. My parents were surprised because they were thinking the same thing. At
that moment, our family knew that it was the Holy Spirit guiding us to this one heart.

Without God’s providence | wouldn’t be where | am today. | was happy to receive
this money but | felt that | should offer all the money | earned at my first job to God.

Without God's guidance | wouldn't have gotten this job opportunity.

So last Sunday | wrote a check of $1000 to offer to God. | was reminded of how Abel
gave God the firstborn of his flock and how he gave God not only the firstborn but
his heart. “and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions.
And the Lord had regard for Abel and his offering,” Genesis4:4 While | gave my of-
fering | asked God to use me to glorify Him. | felt humbled by this experience and
was also thankful because my parents also felt that | should offer all my first wages to
Yehju Park

God. As God provides, | as His servant, give Him all the glory.
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