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B Korean Flair At lts Best/ Interview with Elaine Lee

When you dance, there's meaning in 1t as well.

Contrary to Elaine’s usual quiet and
gentle demeanor, the performer I saw on
EM’s Upward Praise Night intrigued me
so much that I asked for an up close in-
terview. Elaine Lee embraced ICCC as her
home church early this year and actively
participated in the talent show as a danc-
er and also sang on the praise team.

Monica Kim

Monica: | want to start off our interview
with asking how long it has been since
you've been coming out to ICCC.

Elaine: I've been coming since Feb-
ruary, so | guess that's six months. I've
been coming out because my parents
invited me to the church when in-per-
son services were finally opened. They
had me check it out, and | loved it!

Monica: How are you liking ICCC EM?

Elaine: | like it. | like how close knit the
people are here. And | like how after EM service we have small
groups, and after small groups, we have time to interact and do
activities and sports, which | love.

Monica: That's right. | think | first saw you getting more involved
and comfortable through the sports activity.

Elaine: Yeah, | like sports.

Monica: In small group, you're more of a listener than a talker,
which is a reason why it was just great to see you singing on
stage with the praise team on the day of EM's Upward Praise
Night. Especially, ..
showed us that night? A fan dance?

. what do we call that wonderful dance you

Elaine: Korean cultural dance/fan dance.

Monica: Uh huh. | mean, you blew everybody away.

Elaine: Ah hahahaha... you're way too kind.

Monica: So, uhm... when did you start dancing?

Elaine: | think | got into this dance maybe three years ago.

Monica: Oh! Any particular reason?

Elaine: | got into this dance because | went to a Korean cultural
event, and they were doing Korean music and Korean dance. |
thought it was just so beautiful how they were putting all their
emotions into the things they did with words. When they sang,
there was a story behind it. When you dance, there's a meaning
in it as well. And so, when | heard that there was going to be
the talent show part of the night, | was asked by a few people
to dance. Ultimately, I'm glad | did it. It was a time to showcase
talents and give glory to God, and | think it was just really beauti-
ful. I've never done it in a church setting, so that was really differ-
ent. And the praise part as well. I've never done that as well. So,

that was really nerve wracking, but it was really rewarding and

so exciting that | could worship God on
stage and do it with the people that |
had been practicing with for almost a
month. It was an eye opener to a differ-
ent side of praise. | had a good time.
Monica: Well, you know, | was around
when the praise team had their practice
sessions. From my perspective, | think
you probably enjoyed the practice ses-
sions the most. | saw you kind of like do-
ing the drum beat moves, and you were
freely moving your arms to the rhythm.
It's a shame that | didn't have a video
footage that | could show you here.
Elaine: Ah haha...

don't, or | would have been so embar-

I'm so glad you

rassed, haha.

Monica: It came across that you sin-
cerely enjoyed the process.

Elaine: Yeah, | didn't realize how much
work and effort goes behind the scenes,
even just to make preparation before the night itself. It took a
lot. | definitely didn't think about that before, you know? | think it
was such a great experience. | learned a lot, and there is a lot of
preparation that goes even for the practice.

Monica: Well, so far, you've been with ICCC EM less than a year,
but God has graciously drawn out your dancing talent and your
love for singing praise. And | wonder what else he has in store
for you?

Elaine: Uhm... I'm excited with where this may go because | feel
like, as | said earlier, | haven't really done any of this. | usually do
it outside of church. Doing the dance at church was definitely a
different feeling. Knowing that it's actually for his Kingdom and
to glorify Him, | think that's what made it more special. And yeah,
let's see where it goes.

Monica: Do you have hobbies or special interests outside of
dancing?

Elaine: Besides dancing, | like hiking. People find it weird, but |
like jogging. And uhm.... | like going on food adventures for fun.

Monica: Oh? Do you like cooking more or eating more?

Elaine: | like eating, hahaha...

Monica: Hahahaha.... It's a good thing we have a chef in our
EM group now!

Elaine: Oh, | know. We're so blessed. | really enjoyed that day
when we did the ramen cook off. That was really fun.

Monica: It's nice to see you getting really plugged in.

Elaine: | was just amazed at how quickly | got plugged in, too.
| heard through Pastor Sam that IC Now needed help, and | met
with Pastor Sam and Pastor Jamie.

Monica: That's great. Kids love pretty teachers.

8 Aug 2021 | Vol9 No08
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B Faith Walk Series

Faith Walk Series Continues to Inspire

God loves ICCC. The two latest Faith Walk speakers in August are
continuous examples of God's love for us as He brings men of ex-
cellence to share their journey in Christ to encourage and uplift our
community.

Stephen Oh/ Renown aerial cinematographer and CEO, Stephen
has worked on many high profile Hollywood movies (just Google
him). We learned how God led him away from becoming a global
competitive athlete to leaving behind a chemical engineering ca-
reer. Then through a series of unlikely encounters, the kind that only
God orchestrates, He paved a path to where Stephen is today, exem-
plifying the Word in action: Proverbs 16:9 The heart of man plans his
way, but the Lord establishes his steps.

Although Australia is home, Stephen’s work takes him around the
world on constant travel. His schedule is jam packed and many a
times unpredictable given the demands of the projects; however,
He shared how he prioritizes worship and keeps the sabbath day by
attending church wherever he may be. We can see how God honors
Stephen as he honors the Lord. We are blessed to see God's hand
upon his life and blessed for ICCC to be his church community when
in Los Angeles.

Hyun Kwon Kim/ As a young teen, Pastor (Ps) Kim made a covenant
with the Lord - that he would earn two degrees: one of the world
and one of His word (seminary) so that he can be equipped to serve
God. Growing up in poverty, college seemed like a intangible luxury
but God was faithful to the covenant. Not only did He provide full
scholarships to this earnest and God fearing heart, God further gave
Ps Kim the prestigious and coveted opportunity to pursue graduate
studies under multiple Nobel Laureates, learning from the best in

the field of Pharmacology.

Ps Kim continued to equip himself earning additional degrees in-
cluding the one promised in Divinity. While maintaining a successful
lay career, he also kept his part of the covenant, serving the home-
less in downtown Los Angeles through the Love LA Ministry and im-
pacting those around him for the gospel. In seeking God's heart, he
was led to ICCC and discovered alignment with our pastoral leader-
ship’s vision to serve the homeless in our own mission field. Another
glorious testimony of God's grace and opportunity when life is sur-
rendered in obedience.

We are inspired and challenged by these men of faith and we thank
God to have Ps Kim and Stephen in our community.

| Laura Park |

B EM Welcoming

"We continue with excitement in our hearts"

Surely as the sun will set into the western
sky’s and will rise again the following morning
at the crack of dawn, so do our life progres-
sions. On this glorious day that good Lord
has allowed, our proud EM'ers celebrated
graduation to face their next stages in what
we call life. Whether it be work, rest or more
studies, we continue with excitement in our
hearts to find the joys of the seeds that God
has planted for us in our journey. And not be
out done by the college grad’s, the ICY se-
niors also graduated into EM to start serving
as adults in Christ as proud Christians in the
community.

Not to miss celebrating such great blessing,
our EM Directors Laura and Tom Park JSN
were gracious enough to open their hearts
and their backyard to hold a graduation rec-
ognition event. The word and prayer, laugh-

ter and cheers, food and drinks, fellowship

and sharing, smiles and cry's flowed from
morning and blended into the afternoon.
Thank you to everyone that participated and
the glory will always be turned to God in

perfectly allowing all... Don't ever forget that
your home church will always be here for you
as the Holy Spirit may always walk with you.
Now spread your wings and do your thing,

you are in Christ. | Alex Ham |

InChrist Community Church | www.in-christccorg
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EZ! | Cherishable Moments

B Reflection on Schema Memorization

Best Gift We Can Give to Our Children

What is the best gift that parents can give to their children?
Money? A car? A house? Our teenage sons might shout out, “A
new gaming system, dad!” Perhaps, but | learned from my many
peaks and valleys of life experiences that helping our children to
develop personal relationships with Christ Jesus is ultimately the
best gift any parents can give.

The scripture states "Guard my teachings as the apple of your
eyes" (Proverbs 7:2), and also to keep them (scriptures) deep
within our hearts. | believe memorizing Bible verses is one of the
best ways to enhance our faith and spiritual lives. So, when our
church announced the upcoming “In Christ Shema Scholarship,”
our sons were already memorizing few quick and easy verses
such as "l can do all things through Christ who strengthens me"
(Philippians 4:13). This exact verse will now be put to test. The
10 assigned verses were long and challenging; additionally, the
extra bonus part of reciting entire Romans 8 (almost 1,000-word
counts) seemed impossible! Both gasped in shock seeing how
many words they had to memorize; they needed another re-
minder of Philippians 4:13.

Lord, please give my sons wisdom and self-control; they really
want to honor You by doing this, | prayed.

Once their initial shock was over, | told them that when God
gives you a task, He never does so without first equipping you
with the ability to carry out that task. We took this as a task from
God.

I told my sons that this is a small mission from God; let's honor
Him by doing this challenge--let's do something that will please
Him. And that when you have completed this mission, that God
will have a smile on his face...that you will have caused, albeit
small, a happiness to God Himself! How great is that?

"Really, dad?! We can make God happy?" One of our boys en-
thusiastically exclaimed. "Okay, let's do this!" Another chimed in
in thoughtful agreement.

To make a long story short, during the next few months our
nightly ritual was to practice focused memorization followed by
mock performance in front of the family. Grudgingly and slowly

atfirst, but as they became better and better in memorizing, their

doubt and uncertainty were replaced by faith and confidence.
And soon, they memorized all 10 verses, plus the extra bonus
part of entire Romans 8.

Each time when our sons were reciting the verses in front of
the judges, my wife and | were lost in amazement. How do they
recite so well without missing a beat? Their recital was music to
our ears. Hallelujah, praise the Lord!

Best part is...our boys have started to understand and apply
what they have memorized.

"Dad, do you know what the secret to success in life is? It's right
here in Psalm 1, it says whatever they do prospers!” My son was
referring to that person who delights in God's words and medi-
tates on them night and day. My son gets it now.

Memorizing the Bible fills our mind with truth, helps us to over-
come sin and temptation, helps us to thrive during times of test-
ing, and also helps us to make wise decisions in everything we
do. | can never give anything better than the gift of God's words
and wisdom found in the scripture.

Upon successfully completing “InChrist Shema Scholarship,”
| told my sons, | am certain that you have played a role, albeit
small, in causing a smile in God Himself! How great is that?

| KyleYi |

B College Bound

"I want to be a man of God that fully trusts in Him"

Oh man... high school... High school was
tough. It's only four years long yet it is such
a huge part of one’s life. It produces core
friends, memories, and so much more and
it seems so pertinent, and it is, but it's not
everything to life. High school is important, it
really is. Being a student is a specific role that
God has given us and it is our job to fulfill
that role as servants. But it is also our duty to

worship God. Whether that's through serv-
ing at church or studying for God, but just
by doing everything for God. 1 Corinthians
10:31 reads, “So whether you eat or drink
or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of
God.” This is a verse that | tried to live by in
high school but | couldn't. | lived my days liv-
ing for myself. | planned my days for myself
and lived according to my own will not obey-

ing God. As | go into
college, one of my
goals is that | would
live my days follow-
ing God and trusting
in Him. | want to be a
man of God that fully
trusts in Him and can

Eric Lee

freely declare that | am fully devoted to Him.

10 Aug 2021 | Vol9 No.08
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B Mom and Daughter Letter Exchange/ Monica & Jane Kim

Yo my beloved and favorite a’augﬁl‘er

Wished we could've video chatted last night, but it was better
that | kept my eyes on the road while driving, haha. It sure sounded
like God has been giving you some extraordinary experiences in
Boston already! Expect more!

I don't have an ounce of doubt that your heavenly Father will sur-
round you with great professors and wonderful friends as you con-
tinue your second year at Berklee on campus now.

You're 3,000 miles away from home, but | feel such peace! Do you
know why? Because God is watching over you as the apple of his
eye and loves you more than | ever could even as your mom. My
eyes never left you from the moment you walked through the au-
tomatic doors at the terminal and while you were standing in line
to check in your bags. When you began running to ride the escala-
tor and get to the safety checkpoint, | never lost sight of you until
you got off the escalator. So how much more so will your heavenly
Father, who is omnipresent and
omnipotent, be watching over
your every step in Boston?

As | think of you walking along
the streets of Boston, there’s a
secret to the state of peace in
my heart that I'd like to share
with you as a tip. | draw an im-
age that you're a heroine whose
got a superpower like one of
the lady avengers in the Marvel
series and that your superpower
is always a layer of atmosphere
or protective bubble that sur-
rounds you wherever you go.
Your superpower is the Holy Spirit, and the protective bubble is
God’s heavenly hosts surrounding you every moment and every-
day. Fear not, my precious, because as long as you're stuck like
glue to God your heavenly Father will have your hand folded into
his hands as he strides with you in all your endeavors.

Remember the Hebrew word zakar from the EM sermon? In the
moments you have doubts or need a boost of faith, ZAKAR! Re-
member all that your heavenly Father has done for you to this day.
In moments of stress, anxiety and fear, pray God’'s Word - “Do not
be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” - Phil.
4:6-7. And, no matter how busy things get, remember to
start your mornings by paving a landing strip for God to
come and land on your heart so that he can do the things
he wants to have unfold in your life from one day to the
next. You are a walking temple of God, sistal

The LORD bless you and keep you, Jane. The LORD make
his face shine on you and be gracious to you, Jane. And the
LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace, Jane. |
love you! Love, Mommy AN

o my wona’eiﬁf mothier

I am indeed having a good time here! I'm starting to form a habit
of starting and ending my days with the devotional book you got
me.

God is definitely blessing me with so many opportunities, and I'll
forever be grateful for every single one of them. Housekeeping
is definitely one of those blessings, haha. God knows all too well
how | can get when I'm overwhelmed with my studies. I'm glad |
won't have to think about taking out the trash or washing my own
sheets, hehe.

God already blessed me with wonderful friends and professors
during my first year online, so | wholly trust in the Lord and His
plans for me. I've witnessed firsthand how He is aware of my learn-
ing style, and in turn, He gifted me with amazing professors who
helped boost my confidence. He also taught me how to overcome
obstacles. He prepared me for the life I'm going to have here at
school. God is truly good and
all-knowing. He already gifted
me with a sweet, kind, and faith-
ful Christian friend! She's active
in church and wants to pursue
musical therapy to help others.
Isn't her dream so sweet? | think
| can learn a lot from her spiri-
tually, especially since she’s the
leader of the women'’s small
group in her Christian club.

Also, I'm not going to lie, | do
miss home. | miss having some
good Korean food, haha. Some
of your ZX|R|7} sounds really
good right now. | searched for Korean restaurants on Yelp, and
apparently, the Korean restaurants aren't the best 33 a & O/t
2L|7 I'm going to have lots of Korean food when I'm back!! The
truth is, when | got out of the car at the terminal and hugged you, |
teared up a lot. | tried my best to hold it in because | didn't want to
cry in front of you, haha. | wanted to bid a happy farewell because
I'll be seeing you again soon. After all, it's just a “see you again,”
not a "goodbye.”

I think it was God's plan for us to have been so busy with our last
minute preparations. | know for a fact that | would've cried my eyes
out if we weren't in such a rush, haha. | even cried when | got your
message that you left after waiting and watching us run up the
escalator. ¢10b= 25FR|BF LF T2{2] 2 M 22 890255 . L=
20| BIOFM | cried reading your letter, too. HAHA. Although | am
teary-eyed and not as calm and collected as you, | have no doubt
that God will keep us safe even when we're 3000 miles apart. He
is indeed omnipresent and omnipotent - there is nothing that He
can't do. The verse that comes to mind is Luke 1:37 KJV “For with
God nothing shall be impossible.” God will protect our family, and
He will continue to do amazing things through you, me, and 2.
I believe in God and His will for us. | love you, God bless you, and
I'll see you soon!~
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