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ICY & EM | NexGen

B EM - CoramDeo Fellowship

One day Tom Jipsanim announced to
the EM leaders that one of our mem-
bers, Kyung, was a Dodger fan and of-
ten watched games. Tom Jipsanim then
suggested that going to a Dodger game
as a church event on a Saturday could
be a good idea. A lot of EM leaders
started to do some research, however
we discovered that the prices of tickets
had substantially increased lately since
the Dodgers had been winning. Laura
Jipsanim then suggested going to an
Angels game, however the timing did
not match our members’ schedules and
also traveling to Orange County would
have been difficult. However, someone
then suggested we try going to a Dodg-
er game on a weekday since the tickets
would be cheaper. After Paul did some
research, we found that weekday tickets
were a lot cheaper and that going to a
game as a church would be more feasi-
ble. Many church members agreed to go
and thus we started to plan our trip to a
Dodger game.

Dodgers won 10-3!

Many members met at church on Tues-
day night to ride the church bus to the
game. Pastor Sam drove the bus and
some of our members met us at the
stadium. We had nice seats to see the
sunset, and many of us started to buy
hot dogs and nachos. Although not all
of us were baseball fans, it was a nice
atmosphere and we all enjoyed being

a part of the crowd at Dodger stadium.
We watched entertaining scenes on the
monitor of people dancing, and we par-
ticipated in doing the wave. We saw a
lot of hits and a few home runs, and ul-
timately the Dodgers won. It was a great
night of fellowship. Thank you, ICCC EM!
Thank you God!

| Josh Park |

B Shema Essay

"The Word Keep Popping up in My Head'

To be brutally honest, | started my mem-
orization just for the money. | stopped
working once spring semester started
so that | could focus more on studying
and needed some kind of money since
| don't receive any allowance from my
parents. Scholarships are free and easy
money for me to make and all | have to
do is just memorize a couple of verses
every month. | couldn’t memorize much
though. | memorize Matthew 5:1-20 and
Psalm 27. As | was memorizing Psalm 27,
verse 10 really stuck out to me. It reads,
“Though my father and mother forsake
me, the Lord will receive me.” | can't ever
imagine my parents forsaking me. | don't
know why, | haven't done anything for
them in return, but | know that they love
and cherish me so much to the point that
no matter what | do, they will still love me
and be with me. But let's say that they do
forsake. What could | have done for this
to be possible? It must have been the

Calab Yun, :a)y
Jos

worst sin to have ever existed. In order
for my parents to forsake me, | would
have had to commit every sin that ever
existed. This verse tells me, even if that's
the case, even if | was the worst human
being to be alive, the Lord will still receive
me. That's the grace and mercy | received
while memorizing the word. This is es-
pecially surprising because when | was
actually memorizing the verses, | didn't
think twice about the meaning of the

verses that | was studying. But because |
memorized it, as | live my life, for the next
couple of days, some of the verses that |
memorize keep popping up in my head.
I'd be living life, just taking a walk or driv-
ing down the street, and all of a sudden,
boom, | remember a verse that | memo-
rized for IC Shema. For me, Psalm 27:10
was that verse. The verse that is filled with
love and grace, the verse that tells me
that no matter what I've done, the Father
will still love me and be waiting for me to
return with His arms wide open. That no
matter what | do, nothing could separate
me from His love. It's crazy. His love is so
vast, so limitless, it goes past all of the
boundaries that the human mind can set.
Even if we studied the
Bible from cover to cover and word for
word, we can't even begin to fathom how
great His love is for us. That's the love and
grace that | learned from IC Shema.
| Eric Lee |
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B ICY Graduation Banquet

Dear Beloved ICY Graduates

Congratulations and WELCOME ICY
graduates!!!

Graduating from high school is a
HUGE accomplishment, and it's such
an exciting time as you make your entry
into young adulthood!

| want to challenge you to seek, find,
solidify, and pursue dreams with excel-
lence as an act of worship. To us Chris-
tians, our dreams grow out of God's
customized plan for how He desires to use each of us accord-
ing to the gifts and talents He has given us. We ARE the salt and
light in this world, so go out and conquer the darkness of our

enemy by demonstrating a life of faith. | want to encourage you
to dream high without setting any limits to what God can do in
you and through you. Our heavenly Father is very rich in every
way. His arms reach us wherever we are, and He never forsakes
us. There is no limit to God's helping hand in every context of
our lives. So go out into the world and BE BOLD AND COURA-
GEOUS about your identity as a child of God.

We're living in a time where young adulthood has become
an especially important period for establishing emotional well-
being. Your well-being can make all the difference in your
choices, behaviors, actions and pursuits that come with lasting
effects. You are entering a stage of life where you have much
more freedom. You're going to be meeting more people, and
many will be from different walks of life. You'll be making impor-
tant decisions, and the very people you meet within the vari-
ous communities you are connected to now and will be getting
connected to as young adults may greatly influence your deci-
sions if you lack spiritual discernment.

A very important life skill is called help-seeking. To put it sim-
ply, it's the action of energetically seeking help when feeling

in trouble or encountering stressful circumstances. Take a mo-
ment to think about who you run to in your most stressful times.
In your most troubled times? Who are your most trusted peo-
ple?

Proverbs 3:5-6 is one of my favorite verses, and it says...

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your
own understanding; 6 in all your ways submit to him, and he
will make your paths straight.

Many of you ICY graduates have already been a part of our
ICCC EM community, but for those graduates who might not
feel as strongly connected, | wish to extend a warm welcome
on behalf of our EM leaders to every single ICY graduate here
with us today. | pray that God will be number one on your list of
trusted people, that you will run to God when you need help.
And | dearly wish that our EM community, in the coming months
and years, will be your trusted people so that you would come
running to anyone of us - at anytime and with anything.

With this, | welcome you with these closing words from John
3 Chapter 1: verse 2 - "Our beloved, we pray for you that you

will prosper in all things and be well, just as your soul prospers.”
| Monica Kim |

InChrist Community Church | www.in-christccorg
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